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BSE : 3.5/4.5/1/1.1 

A. Identity 

 
 

 

STANDARD COMPETENCE 
3.5 membedakan fungsi sosial, struktur teks, dan unsur kebahasaan beberapa teks recount lisan dan tulis 
dalam bentuk biografi dengan memberi dan meminta informasi terkait tokoh terkenal, sesuai dengan 
konteks penggunaannya. 
 

4.5 teks recount dalam bentuk biografi 
4.5.1 menangkap makna secara kontekstual terkait fungsi sosial, struktur teks, dan unsur kebahasan teks 
recount lisan dan tulis, dalam bentuk biografi terkait tokoh terkenal. 
4.5.2 menyusun teks recount lisan dan tulis, dalam bentuk biografi, terkait tokoh terkenal, dengan 

memperhatikan fungsi sosial, struktur teks, dan unsur kebahasaan, secara benar dan sesuai konteks. 

 

 
RECOUNT TEXT: BIOGRAPHY, and 
PAST AND PAST PERFECT TENSES 
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Learning purpose  

 

 

In this chapter, you will learn about a Recount text. Surely, you will have to 

know the proper grammatical structure used to understand the text.  Practicing 

by creating your own form is needed to enhance your understanding on the 

social function and the text structure of the text. 

 

 

 

B. Concept mapping 

 

 

 

 

C.  Learning process 

GENERAL INSTRUCTION : You have to do the activities step by step to understand the 

learning material. At the end, there will be an evaluation to test your level of 

understanding on the material. When your level is above the passing score, you may 

continue to the next material.  

Before you ask for the evaluation, please ensure yourself that you have already mastered 

the whole material in this chapter. 

 

 

A text
Generic 

Structure
Grammatical 

structure
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Before learning: 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 

1. Who is your idol? 

2. Why do you choose him or her to be your idol? 

3. Do you know her or his life story? 

4. Tell a little bit about him or her. 

 

Whilst learning: 

 

 

Read the biography below! 

In 2002 an eighteen-year-old Canadian newcomer named Avril 

Lavigne swept on to the U.S. music scene with her debut disc, Let Go. 

By the end of the year, three singles from the album, including 

"Complicated," broke into the top ten of the Billboard charts, and Let 

Go was the second best-selling CD of the year. Lavigne's music 

scored high with fans and critics, but so did her personal style, which 

consisted of wearing loose pants, tank tops, and neckties. As a result, 

she sparked a fashion trend and was heralded in the press as a 

"skater-punk," an alternative to pop princesses, like Britney Spears 

(1981–), whose look and videos had started to become increasingly 

more provocative. In May 2004 Lavigne released her second album, 

Under My Skin, which debuted at number one not only in the United 

States, but also in many other countries, including Germany, Spain, 

and Japan. By the end of 2005 Avrilmania was showing no signs of slowing—Lavigne was performing to 

sold-out crowds on an extended concert tour and in April she took home top honors at the Juno Awards, 

which are considered to be the Canadian equivalent of the U.S. Grammy Awards.  

 

Not a girlie-girl  

Avril Ramona Lavigne was born on September 27, 1984, in Belleville, a small city in the eastern 

part of the province of Ontario, Canada. The second of three children, her father, John, was a technician 

for Bell Canada; mother Judy was a stay-at-home mom. When Lavigne was five, the family moved to 

Napanee, a farming town even smaller than Belleville with a total population of only five thousand. 

From the time she was a toddler Lavigne idolized her older brother, Matt, and insisted on trying to do 

ACTIVITY ONE 
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anything he could do. As she explained to Chris Willman of Entertainment Weekly, "If he played hockey, I 

had to play hockey. He played baseball, I wanted to." In fact, when Lavigne was ten she played in the 

Napanee boy's hockey league; she also became known as quite a baseball pitcher.  

As she grew older Lavigne gained a reputation as a tomboy who preferred family outings like dirt 

biking or camping over dating. And in the tenth grade she discovered skateboarding, which became a 

particular passion. "I'm just not a girlie-girl," Lavigne laughingly told Willman. When not playing sports, 

however, she did pursue another interest—singing. The Lavignes were devout Christians and attended 

Evangel Temple in Napanee, where young Avril sang in the choir beginning at age ten. Soon she 

branched out and began singing at all types of venues, including county fairs, hockey games, and 

company parties. She primarily sang covers of songs made popular by country singers Martina McBride 

(1966–) and Faith Hill (1967–). "Why should I care what other people think of me? I am who I am. And 

who I wanna be.” Lavigne's parents bought her a sound machine to sing along with, and she practiced in 

front of a mirror at home for hours.  

In 1998, when she was fourteen years old, Lavigne's first manager, Cliff Fabri, discovered her 

singing at a small performance in a local bookstore. When talking to Willman, Fabri described the young 

girl as a "frizzy-haired waif." But he liked Lavigne's voice, and he was especially impressed by her 

confident attitude. That same year, such confidence helped her win a contest to sing a duet with fellow 

Canadian Shania Twain (1965–) at the jam-packed Corel Centre in Ottawa. Even though it was her first 

time performing in front of twenty thousand people, Lavigne was fearless. As she told Willman, "I 

thought, 'This is what I'm going to do with my life."'  

 

Lavigne lets go  

Two years later, when she was sixteen, Fabri arranged for Lavigne to audition for L.A. Reid, head 

of Arista Records in New York City. After a fifteen-minute tryout Reid signed Lavigne to an amazing two-

record, $1.25 million contract. The sixteen year old immediately dropped out of high school to devote 

herselfto working on her first album. At first producers offered Lavigne new country tunes to sing, but 

after six months the team was unable to write any actual songs, and it became apparent that things 

were not clicking. Reid then sent the singer to Los Angeles to work with a team of producers and writers 

known as The Matrix. When Lavigne arrived in L.A. Matrix producer Lauren Christy asked Lavigne what 

style she had in mind. As Christy relayed to Chris Willman, Lavigne had responded, "I'm 16. I want to 

rock out." That same day Lavigne and Matrix writers penned the first song for her album, "Complicated."  

Lavigne's debut album, Let Go, was released on June 4, 2002, and within six weeks it had gone 

platinum, meaning over a million copies were sold. The single "Complicated," which received a great 

deal of radio airplay, reached number one on the adult Billboard charts; "I'm With You" also reached 

number one on the adult charts; and the catchy pop tune "Sk8er Boi" was a top-requested video on 

MTV and made it in the top ten of the Billboard Hot 100.  

To promote the album Lavigne set out on a whirlwind publicity tour, making appearances on talk 

shows such as Late Night with David Letterman, and giving a series of concerts in Europe with her newly 

formed band, which was put together by her new management firm, Nettwerk. Most inexperienced 

singers are backed by seasoned musicians, but Nettwerk chose to go with young performers who were 

up and coming in the Canadian punk-rock scene. As Nettwerk manager Shauna Gold told Shanda Deziel 
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of Maclean's, "[Lavigne] is young, her music's young, we needed a band that would fit well with who she 

is as a person."  

And, after being away from her small-town home in Canada, Lavigne was beginning to form her 

own personal style. Initially publicists tried to market her like other teen pop stars, but Lavigne rebelled. 

"IfI was made up by the record label," she remarked to Lorraine Ali of Newsweek, "I'd have bleached-

blonde hair and I'd probably be wearing a bra for a shirt." Instead, the singer-songwriter opted for a 

skater-punk look, which consisted of cut-off plaid pants, steel-toed Doc Martens, and tank tops worn 

with neckties. According to Ali, the five-foot-one tomboy "spawned a prepubescent army of Lavignettes" 

who snatched up her records and faithfully copied her outfits.  

 

Read more: https://www.notablebiographies.com/news/Ge-La/Lavigne-Avril.html#ixzz64rgpLpno 

 

Answer the questions! 

1. How old is Avril Lavigne? 

2. Why was “Let Go” called her debut album? 

3. What made her get a lot of fans and critics? 

4. Why did people claim her as a skater-punk? 

5. Who was Britney Spears? 

6. How was her second album? 

7. When did she get Juno Awards? 

8. What are Juno Awards compared to? 

9. What made Avril considered not a girlie-girl? 

10. What did she like to do as teenager? 

11. What was her hobby? 

12. How did she start her career as a singer? 

13. What was Cliff Fabri’s first impression when seeing Avril at the first time? 

14. What was the proof that Avril had a great confidence? 

15. When did she get her first chance to sing on a big stage? 

16. How much did she get for her first contract? 

17. Hold was she when she launched her album “Let Go”? 

18. What is the requirement to get platinum? 

19. Which songs got much appreciation from people? 

20. Which song got the top ten of the Billboard Hot 100? 

21. What did she do in Late Night with David Lettermantalk show? 

22. Why did Nettwerk choose Lavigne? 

23. What made her different from other teen pop stars? 

24. What is the meaning of “IfI was made up by the record label”? 

25. What does Ali think about Lavigne? 

 

https://www.notablebiographies.com/news/Ge-La/Lavigne-Avril.html#ixzz64rgpLpno


6 
 

 

 

 

To support the comprehension of a recount text, you should learn 

these past tenses, Simple Past, Simple Past Perfect, Past 

Continuous, and Past Perfect Continuous. 

Therefore, click on https://hedwigbooks.com/2018/07/07/tenses/ 

to learn on those tenses. 

Then, you can do the exercises below to understand how to apply 

those tenses in sentences. 

 

 

A. Choose these sentences into Simple Past and Past Continuous. 

(Remember that some verbs cannot be used in continuous tense) 

 

1. The children choir is singing the classic songs wonderfully. 

2. Will the movie interest people? 

3. Everyone does their own task seriously. 

4. What are those people doing? 

5. The customers don’t look comfortable with the service of this shop. 

6. The runners will be running along the difficult tracks. 

7. A young singer is having a concert to some countries. 

8. Do they believe in ghosts? 

9. The president always enjoys the weekend with his beloved family. 

10. Where will the owner of the company establish a new branch? 

11. Why do the contestants look upset? 

12. Children mostly dislike vegetables. 

13. How do climbers adapt the extreme coldness on the mountain? 

14. Is everything ready for the welcoming the important guest? 

15. People pollute the river and land every day. 

 

B. Change the verb in bracket into the correct form! 

 

1. The runners ( take) a rest in a village while some girls (entertain) them with traditional dance. 

2. When the chief (present) his plans, one of the staff (raise) his hand to ask for his attention. 

3. We (spend) our wonderful holiday for ten days. We (feel) quite relaxed. 

4. When those cameramen (shoot) the racers, one of them (fall) onto the road. 

5. Every one (seem) serious while the speaker (talk) about the danger of the wrong mindset. 

6. Some television stations (broadcast) their program when they (stop) it and (begin)  

7. The psychopath (kill) another teenager with blonde hair last night. 

8. The police (observe) the place around the dead body when they (find) a pair of plastic gloves. 

9. The two child singers (entertain) their audience well last Sunday. 

10. Everyone (be) satisfied with our service this morning. They (eat) up all the dishes. 

ACTIVITY TWO 

https://hedwigbooks.com/2018/07/07/tenses/
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11. When we (join) the camp, we (learn) how to survive in the jungle. 

12. While the machines (work), the operator (check) them through his computer. 

13. The girl (wait) for her boyfriend when someone (grab) her phone. 

14. This writer (write) a lot of novels. He (die) at the age of 95. 

15. At the second world war, thousands of people (be) killed in vain. 

 

C. Change these sentences into Simple Past Perfect and Past Perfect Continuous. You may make a 

necessary change because you have to put the time signal. The meaning of the main sentence 

should be the same. 

 

1. There were smart machines which help wives to do the household chores. 

2. We were having a garden party when the rain fell hard. 

3. The huge laboratory was destroyed in 1990. 

4. How long did the workers build this pyramid? 

5. Who was giving a lecture when someone shot the audience? 

6. Did the people of this town know the murder of those teenagers? 

7. The dam began to be built when the colonial government surrendered to the ally forces.  

8. The last emperor didn’t command to destroy the palace. 

9. The football legend had his 700 goals for about 20 years. 

10. The natural wealth was abundant some decades ago. 

11. Many visitors were enjoying the concert near the beach when the big waves swept everything. 

12. The previous leader led this organization from 2012 to 2018. 

13. Everything changed drastically after the great disaster in this village. 

14. The minister of education gave a million students a scholarship for studying in college. 

15. The police stopped investigating this big case two years ago. 

 

D. Change the verb in bracket into the correct form! (All past tenses may be used.) 

I (be) still about 6 years old, and my brother (be) eight when my brother’s friend (push) 

my brother to a pool. He (not be) able to swim at that time. I (scream) loudly to tell them that he 

(cannot) swim. Then, one of them (jump) to help my brother, who (try) to ask for a help. 

Fortunately, he (be) alright. Because of this, my brother (learn) how to swim. I always (join) him 

for I (not want) to have the same thing (happen) to me. My brother (be) a fast learner. He only 

(need) two months to be able to swim well.  

One day, my brother (ask) me to go fishing at the river which (be) about one kilometer 

from our home. We (sit) at the riverside and (have) some talk for some minutes when a naughty 

boy (push) my brother to the river. This time, I just (keep) quiet and (wait) for him to appear 

from the river.  He already (be) on the opposite side when the boy (jump) to the river. While the 

boy (swim) to reach my brother, he (be) on the way to where I (sit).  Then, we hurriedly (go) 

home to avoid that boy. 
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To enhance your understanding on these tenses, you had better practice writing. Now, 

read someone else’s biography, and retell it. You may add your reason why you choose 

the person. 

Closing: 

NOW, SUMMARIZE WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT BY COMPLETING THE SENTENCES BELOW! 

TRY NOT SEEING THE GRAMMAR BOOK. 

 

1. A recount text is ... 

2. The language features used for this text are ... 

3. The patterns of the past tenses are ... 

4. Mention the uses of each past tense! 

 

 

NOW, FILL IN THE TABLE BELOW TO REFLECT YOURSELF ON UNDERSTANDING THE MATERIAL! 

 

SELF-REFLECTION ON THE MASTERY OF MATERIALS  

No questions Yes No 

1. Can you recognize a recount text?   

2. Can you analize the language features of a recount 

text? 

  

3 Can you apply the tenses in writing a recount?   

 

 

 

ACTIVITY THREE 


