
TONE AND MOOD

Tone is conveyed through the author’s attitude as well as the
subject matter or particular character or event through the
word choice, punctuation and sentence structure, so it signifies
an author’s point of view. The author can establish the
atmosphere of the poem as well as our tone voice expresses
emotions. Therefore, it can be sarcastic, solemn, fatalistic,
nostalgic, dramatic, ardent, sullen, light-hearted, romantic,
cynical, hopeful, bleak, cheerful, etc.

Mood is the atmosphere of feeling a piece of writing conveys
to the reader. The atmosphere is built through the setting,
tone and theme to form the evocative particular feelings.
Frequently, all the words for describing tone can also
function as mood words because tone is the essential element
to create an atmosphere. However, it’s possible that the
reader’s mood doesn’t match to that of the author. For
example, the tone of the poem is romantic, but the reader
experiences more on happiness through the chosen words the
poet has, so the mood is joyful. 
Hence, the relationship between the tone and the mood is
that the tone is more on the author’s attitude toward a
subject matter that creates an atmosphere or mood that
evoke the reader’s emotion or frame of mind.



 
Up! Up! My friend, and
quit your books,
Or surely you’ll grow
double;
Up! Up! My friend, and
clear your looks
Why all this toil and
trouble?

The sun above the
mountain’s head, 
A freshening lustre
mellow,
Through all the long green
fields spread,
His first sweet evening
yellow

Books! ‘tis a dull and
endless strife,
Come, hear the woodland
linnet,
How sweet his music; on
my life,
There’s more of wisdom in
it.

And hark! How blithe the
throstle sings!
He, too, is no mean preacher;
Come forth into the light of
things,
Let nature be your teacher.

She has a world of ready
wealth,
Our minds and hearts to bless-
Spontaneous wisdom breathed
by health,
Truth breathed by cheerfulness.

One impulse from a vernal wood
May teach you more of man;
Of moral evil and of good,
Than all the sages can.

Sweet is the lore which nature
brings;
Our meddling intellect
Mis-shapes the beauteous forms
of things;
We murder to dissect.

Enough of science and of art;
Close up these barren leaves;
Come forth and bring with you
a heart
That watches and receives

Read this poem 
as an example: 

The Tables Turned

Taken from the book “The Romantic Poet”



Tone

1. The punctuation:

 Up! Up!  

 and hark! How blithe the throstle

sings!

With this exclamation point, the

writer wants to emphasize a

point.

Or surely you’ll grow double;

He, too, is no mean preacher;

May teach you more of man;

The use of semicolon in some

lines shows that the sentence or

phrase before and after

semicolon are closely

connected.

2. Sentence structure:

Why all this toil and trouble?

The interrogative sentence

shows that the writer cannot find

good judgement for the reasons

of toil and trouble

How sweet his music

How blithe the throstle sings

How + adjective + subject + verb

is the structure of  an

exclamative sentence showing

strong feelings.

Come, hear the woodland linnet,

Come forth into the light of

things,

Close up these barren leaves;

Come forth and bring with you a

heart

These are imperative sentences

telling or commanding us to
3. Word choices

     Or surely you’ll grow double

     dull and endless strife

     One impulse from a vernal wood

     Than all the sages can

     Mis-shapes the beauteous forms of things

Double, endless strife, impulse, sages and beauteous are the words

depicting something which has strength in meaning.

Based on the punctuation, sentence structure and particular
words, as the reader, we can understand that the writer
strongly motivates us to return to the nature to live wisely.
Therefore, we may conclude that the tone is encouraging.



Mood

1. Setting: 
The place is nature.

The sun above the mountain’s head, 
 Through all the long green fields spread,
Come, hear the woodland linnet
And hark! How blithe the throstle sings
Let nature be your teacher.

The time is  evening.

The sun above the mountain’s head
 His first sweet evening yellow
Come forth into the light of things

2. Tone is encouraging
3. Theme (The lesson or the message) is “Coming back
to the nature is needed to get more wisdom in life”

The setting describes the meditative

evening when we can reflect on our own

life. The tone and the theme support the

atmosphere. Therefore, we may come to

the conclusion that the mood is reflective.


