
Indonesia Throughout History

 Students are able to:
- comprehend a Recount text 
- write a recount text
- tell a story

Chapter Five
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Learning objectives



Rawagede Massacre 
 

Wanti’s Recount Text  
 

   Time has passed since that tragic day 70 years ago. But the scar left
behind still lingers. It was Tuesday on December 9, 1947. 

 
Tar! Tar! Tar! Dum! Dum! Dum!  

   The people of Rawagede were startled by the sound of “stengun” and
“brengun” that suddenly burst from the east that morning. Hearing the gun
fire, the men who had not yet had time to go to the fields scattered
towards Kali Balong while the women and children chose to stay at home. 

   I was pregnant at the time, so I couldn't follow the villagers to run away
from the village. Out of options I chose to hide in a bewak (a former
Japanese-era refuge) under my stilt house, and so did my grandmother and
grandfather. While taking refuge, I suddenly remembered Sarman, my
husband, who a few hours ago went to the fields. I worried that he would
be captured by the Dutch, but there was nothing I could do, but to pray.
Suddenly a Dutch soldier in uniform entered my house. Carrying his gun, he
immediately opened the door of the bewak and shouted in Malay.   

"Where are the men?" 
"Not here, Sir", I replied in a trembling tone. 
"Go where?!" 
"To the fields, Sir." 

Not many people know about a bloody and black day in history while hidden in Java’s rice
fields, a massacre that took place in Rawagede in 1947. Do you know the story?
Let's read the story from someone witnessing the event.

READING
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rewritten by Stevanus 

Before learning

Do you have any historical story in your region? Please, share it to the class if you
have. However, if you don't, you may share any from another region that you know. 



The Caucasian soldier then pointed to two old people who were hiding
under the table at that time. 
"Who's this?" 
"This is my grandfather, Sir. That is my grandmother, Sir."
   
   After searching all corners of the room, the soldier left. We were then
rounded outside with other women and the elderly. The soldier, then, set our
house and the whole village on fire. After a while, I heard gunshots, over and
over and over again. And then silence. When soldiers left Rawagede, I
immediately searched for my husband. After searching here and there, I found
my husband's stiff body lying face down in the borehole area with a hole in his
head and neck full of blood. I couldn’t hold my tear. 

   The sky of Rawagede was smothered in cloud. The sound of hundreds of
crows croaking coupled with the mournful screams and cries of all the women
who lost their children and husbands. The smell of gunpowder still stung,
mixed with the rancid smell of blood scattered on the ground, leaves and the
remains of burned wood. With my father and mother-in-law, we dragged
Sarman’s body home. Using all the cloth we had as a shroud we wrapped
Sharman’s body. In the corner of the yard, we scrape the ground with
machetes and any utensil we could find. With all our might, we tried to
properly bury the body. After burying the body in a shallow hole, we, then,
piled the tombs with shutters, firewood, and doors which were the remains of
the rubble of my house that was burned by the Dutch military. I buried
Sarman's body right in his yard and prayed to God to accept his soul in heaven.
The smell of corpses lingered for days. 

   Years have passed since that tragic day. Until now, I have never understood
why my husband was killed. He was just a farmer, not a soldier or a “laskar”. 

   References: 

     -Hadi, Abdul. 2021. Sejarah Pembantaian Rawagede: Penyebab, Dampak, dan 
 Penyelesaiannya. 
     -tirto.id: https://tirto.id/sejarah-pembantaian-rawagede-penyebab-dampak-dan-
penyelesaiannya-giTe 
     -Johari, Hendi. 2020. Orang-Orang Rawagede. Historia:
https://historia.id/histeria/articles/orang-orang-rawagede-DB898    
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VOCABULARY 

Men went to Kali Balong and women alongside children stayed at home during the
beginning of the tragedy. 

Based on the text above, state the sentences below whether they are  True or False. 

1.

   2. Wanti ran away with the other villagers despite being pregnant. 

   3.Gunshots were heard before the whole village was set on fire. 

   4.Wanti's husband did not survive in his going to the fields. 

   5.Sarman's body was left in the fields once he was found dead by his family.  
 

32

Understanding some words can improve your vocabulary. 
Now, try explaining the meaning of each word through a
picture. Use the board in your class! 

Trembling, Linger,  Startled, Smothered, Croaking, Mournful,
Rancid,  Shroud, Scattered,  Burst, Shallow, Pile, Scrape,
Machete 



To write a recount text, you need to understand SImple Past and Past

Continuous to make your text more understandable. 

 Simple Past

 

( +) S + V2

( - ) S + did + not + V1

( ? ) Did + S + V1?

Past Continuous

 

( +) S + was/were + V1 -ing

( - ) S + was/were + not + V1 -ing

( ? ) Was/Were + S + V1 -ing?

GRAMMAR
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Past Continuous is used to show an activity in the past, while Past

Continuous is used when we want to show that an activity was in

progress in the past.

e.g. The people were afraid of meeting the foreign soldiers during the colonization.

         Some Indonesian politicians struggled for Indonesia's independence.

         While the farmers were working on the field, some foreign soldiers shot them.

         What were the youth doing when the independence was proclaimed?

To know more about the different uses of those tenses, you can click this:

https://hedwigbooks.com/2018/07/07/tenses/

and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=biuVvlEC7TE

https://hedwigbooks.com/2018/07/07/tenses/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=biuVvlEC7TE
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The teacher will give a word from the text, and then call on students one by one

to provide a word to create a sentence. It's better for the students to stand in a

circle. For example, the teacher will say "Sultan." The first student might say

"Sultan Johor." The second might say "Sultan Johor was". The third might say

"Sultan Johor was reading" and so on until it forms a coherent sentence. The

student who cannot continue the sentence should be out of the circle. This

game can be continued with different word until only one student is left as the

winner.

Let’s do the exercises below!

Change the verbs in brackets  in this short passage into the correct form!

The conflict between Singhasari and Mongol (be) triggered by an insult to

the emperor of China which (be) done by Kertanegara, the ruler of

Singhasari. To protect himself from the Mongol revenge, Kertanegara

(send) a bulk of his army to Sumatera which (be) considered as the

entrance of the Mongolian to attack Singhasari. Jayakatwang, who still

(have) a relation to Kertanegara,  (attack)  Singhasari while lots of its

soldiers (go) to Sumatera to wait for the Mongol's army. Without a great

effort, Jayakatwang (be) able to kill Kertanegara and (declare) himself

ruler of Java and king of the restored Kediri. Fortunately, one of

Kertanegara’s relatives, Raden Wijaya could escape and (flee) to Madura

whose regent (be) Arya Wiraraja . Because of Arya Wiraraja’s plea to

Jayakatwang, Jayakatwang (pardon) Raden Wijaya and (give) him a small

land in Tarik forest. This (become) an important part of the beginning of

the greatest kingdom. Raden Wijaya (build) a village that (develop) to be

the capital city of Majapahit, one of the greatest kingdoms in Indonesia.

Try your understanding of these tenses by having this activity!

To have more exercises on those tenses, you can click this:

https://hedwigbooks.com/past-tenses/ 

https://hedwigbooks.com/past-tenses/
https://hedwigbooks.com/past-tenses/


LISTENING
For listening activity, click this:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=dtrSqo0Giqg
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WRITING

Having understood past tenses, try applying them by composing a recount

text about historical events you are familiar with!

Remember the generic structure of a recount text:

- Orientation

- Sequential events

In this activity, you will listen to The fall of Malaka. While

listening, write the historical events you can find in a

sequential time.

SPEAKING

Now you will have to tell part of the history in a fun way by making a short
documentary, or tik tok. You can also pretend to be a veteran telling his story.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dtrSqo0Giqg


W h a t  i s  t h e  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n  o f  a  r e c o u n t  t e x t ?
W h a t  i s  t h e  g e n e r i c  s t r u c t u r e  o f  a  r e c o u n t  t e x t ?
W h a t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  S i m p l e  P a s t  f r o m  P a s t
C o n t i n u o u s ?

T O  E N S U R E  Y O U R  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  M A T E R I A L  I N
T H I S  C H A P T E R ,  P L E A S E  A N S W E R  T H E S E  Q U E S T I O N S !

C L O S I N G
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B O R O B U D U R


