
INDONESIAN 
MOVIES & DRAMAS

 
 Learning Objectives:

Students are able to:
- comprehend a review text
- write a review text

Chapter One
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      Laskar Pelangi is one of the famous Indonesian films released in 2008. It is
adapted from the popular novel called “Laskar Pelangi” which is the first novel
of Laskar Pelangi tetralogy by Andrea Hirata. The film tells about 10 students
and their two inspirational teachers as they struggle with poverty and develop
hopes for the future in Gantong Village, Belitung. The film became one of the
highest-grossing in Indonesian box office history and the recipient of a number
of local and international awards.
    The film begins with the time set in 1974. A small and slum middle school
called Muhammadiyah Gantong awaited ten students as required by law. After
waiting for a long time, they finally got their ten students : Lintang, Ikal, Mahar,
Sahara, A Kiong, Borek, Kucai, Syahdan, Trapan, and Harun. Muslimah, one of
the teachers named them “Laskar Pelangi” or “The Rainbow Troops”. Five years
later, the students had a final exam at PN Tin Middle School. There, they meet
Flo who gave Mahar one of her National Geographic collections featuring the
Asmat tribe which became their school carnival performance theme. Being
impressed by their performance, Flo decided to join their school. Meanwhile,
Bakri, one of Muhammadiyah’s teachers, decided to leave Muhammadiyah and
joined Nation Bangka Middle School. One day, Harfan, one of the teachers, was
found dead at his desk. This incident put Muslimah in a great sadness and
decided not to teach for five days. Despite this, the students kept learning by
themselves. One day, Mahar, Ikal, and Lintang participated in Gantong
Scholastic Tournament and won. However, during the tournament day, Lintang’s
father died while going fishing. It made Lintang drop out of school to take care
of his two siblings. In 1999, Ikal visited his hometown and met Lintang who had
had a wife and smart daughter. Ikal received a scholarship at Sorbonne, Paris,
and Mahar was a novelist.

BEFORE LEARNING

What movies are these osts from?

Click this link!
https://youtu.be/OkEADv5f9Mk

A

READINGB

You will read the review of “Laskar Pelangi” and answer the following
questions.

By: Bonitasya Enwi Jorah

Laskar Pelangi
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https://youtu.be/OkEADv5f9Mk


  Many beautiful and deep messages can be
found in this film; limitations are not barriers to
getting an education, nothing is impossible,
efforts will not betray the results, etc. The spirit
of sacrifice and solidarity is strongly
demonstrated in this film which awakes our
juvenile soul and also reminds us of our
childhood. The producer of this film, Mira
Lesmana makes a wise choice by choosing the
child actors from Belitung which creates a
deeper connection to the roles as they have
been born and lived in Belitung through their
entire life 
This film is recommended to all ages. It both
teaches about the sacrifice of children in poor
and small schools and becomes a reminder to
us of the good old days, our precious childhood
memories. The good angle and fresh
background make the film become more
enjoyable.

Now, answer these questions below!

What do you call the first paragraph of the text….
a. orientation
b. General classification
c.  Description
d. Identification

2. The word 'tetralogy' in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to:
a. In an unwilling and hesitant way.
b. A person born in a specified place 
c.  A series of four connected works
d. A meeting of a deliberative or judicial body to conduct its business.
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3. What is the aim of the text above?
a. to describe how something is completely done through a sequence of series
b. to criticize an artwork or event for a public audience
c.  To tell activities in the past
d. To entertain the readers

4. The text organization of the text is….
a. general clarification, description
b. thesis, arguments, reiteration/conclusion
c.  general statement, explanation, closing
d. orientation, interpretive recount, evaluation, evaluation summation

5. The word 'producer' in paragraph 3 is closest in meaning to:
a. a person who controls the activities, business dealings, and other aspects of the 
    career of an entertainer
b. a person who makes the practical and financial arrangements needed to make a film
c.  a person with senior managerial responsibility in a business organization.
d. an executive committee or other body within an organization.

Review text is used to criticize the events or artworks for the reader
or listener, such as movies, shows, books, and others.

GENERIC STRUCTURE

Orientation/Introduction: General information of the text.
Interpretative Recount: Summary of artwork including character and plot.

Evaluation: Concluding statement: Judgment, opinion, or recommendation.
It can consist of more than one.

 Summary: The last opinion consists of the appraisal or the punch 
line of the artwork being criticized.
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/person
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/practical
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/finance
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/arrangement
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/needed
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/film


VOCABULARY

Fill the blank parts with your imagination!

GRAMMAR
Before going on to write a review, you had better learn about Adverbial Clauses.

Match the main sentences to the sub clause in the box.

The Raid got The Cadillac
People's Choice Midnight
Madness Award.
They still need to learn a lot
about cinematography.
The producers won’t begin
the project.
We need to observe the
place.
It got a lot of critics.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

- when the new series was 
  launched at the first time
- in order that we can plan the 
  setting
- because it had fantastic action 
  in fighting
- if the cameramen are still busy
 - although some teenagers are 
   interested in producing their 
   own movie
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For the complete explanation and examples, clik these:
 https://hedwigbooks.com/2018/07/11/clauses/ and

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LymDUqliEKI

Now, let's practice:.

Complete the sentences below!

 Some Indonesian movies got International awards for …

 Young Indonesian producers have introduced the beauty of Indonesia in their movies

since …

 Teenagers are encouraged to produce a short movie based on their culture in order

that …

 The scenery in some Indonesian movies are so amazing that …

 We are  going to have a movie shooting where …

 Foreign culture attracts our young writers more than …

 A movie will be more interesting if …

 Some teenagers are eager to produce their own movie although …

 The project seems to be canceled, so ….

 We are trying to revive the heroes through the animation as if …

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

If you want more exercises, you can clik this:
https://hedwigbooks.com/adverbial-clauses/

WRITING

Having learnt a review text, try writing your own review text about your favorite
movie. Use the generic structure above!
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https://hedwigbooks.com/2018/07/11/clauses/
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1.  Triangle love

2.  Creating an animal from the found DNA
3.  A criminal trial

4.  Trading in black market
5.  Spying in a party
6.  Your alive toys

7.  Dad as a secret Santa.
 

SPEAKING

You will be given some themes and you have to make and perform a short modern
drama.

THEMES:

Let's summarize what you have learnt by answering these
questions!

1.   What is the social function of a review text?
2.  What is the generic structure of a review text? 
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